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Luca Badetti 

Luca Badetti 

Luca Badetti is a 2016 graduate from DHD’s PhD program 
in Disability Studies where he also participated in the 
LEND program. His work in the community focuses on the 
role of encounters with disability in human growth and 
social transformations. His main role is as the Director 
of Community Life at L'Arche Chicago, an interfaith 
and multi-cultural community in which people with and 
without intellectual disabilities live inclusively. In that role, 
he supports the community's quality of life, accompanies 

Heather Feldner 
Heather Feldner graduated in 2016 from DHD with a 
PhD in Disability Studies and a Certificate in Assistive 
Technology. She was recruited for a postdoctoral research 
position in the Department of Mechanical Engineering at 
the University of Washington (UW) in Seattle, WA and is 
transitioning during the summer of 2018 to a full-time, 
research assistant professor appointment within the UW 
Department of Rehabilitation Medicine. She is part of a 
multidisciplinary team examining perceptions of disability 
and technology in rehabilitation, how inclusive technology 
can be co-designed with disability communities, and how 
technology can be leveraged to maximize accessibility and 
participation for people with disabilities. She conducts 
research specifically on examining the intersections 
between mobility, disability, and technology with the Go 
Baby Go program. Go Baby Go modifies commercially 
available ride-on toy cars for safety and accessibility as 
an alternative early mode of powered mobility for young 
disabled children. 

members in their community journey and growth, hires 
and trains assistants, leads team meetings, and creates 
and coordinates community events.  Luca co-chaired the 
national Inclusion Team for L’Arche USA, to foster inclusion 
in communities across the nation. 
Luca has a background studying theology, philosophy, and 
clinical psychology, and he credits the PhD program in 
Disability Studies with helping him to understand disability 
more broadly. He noted, “What I learned about disability 
theory, advocacy, and identity has influenced my work to 
this day.” For example, Luca was invited to give the first 
Jean Vanier Emerging Scholar lecture at the 2016 Summer 
Institute on Theology and Disability based on his doctoral 
dissertation on the relationship between self-determination 
and community life. Luca also works as an Adjunct 
Assistant Professor at Loyola University’s Institute of 
Pastoral Studies and teaches at DePaul University’s Peace, 
Justice, and Conflict Studies program, where he created 
an introductory course to Disability Studies. In addition, 
Luca will be teaching for Adler University’s Department 
of Leadership and Public Service starting in September, 
2018.  Luca describes his approach to community life 
as holistic and his scholarship as interdisciplinary. Most 
recently Luca has written a book, “I Believe in You,” which 
will be published in November 2018. 

Heather Feldner 

inclusive design principles into a combined graduate 
and undergraduate engineering design course, and is 
the recent recipient of a National Institutes of Health/ 
National Center for Advancing Translational Science KL2 
Multidisciplinary Clinical Research Career Development 
Program grant to support her pathway to independence as 
a junior investigator. 

Heather has been the recipient of the UW Disability Heather has become connected with a growing community 
Studies program Harlan Hahn Endowment Fund grant of disability studies scholars at UW and is actively bringing 
to support her work of infusing disability studies and ideas that she learned within DHD to her new roles. 
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